ZEALAND

PAT SALE
HORTICULTURAL ADVISORY OFFICER

(crrnus a suBTRoPrcnls)

The New Zealand kiwifruit
national importance

industry is now an industry of

It is an industry of rapid growth and wide geographical
See Tables 1 - 5.
spread.
With the rapid increase of plantings production will rise
See Tab1es 6 and 7.
in the next few years.
dramatically
It is a very highly export oriented industry.
Tables 6, 7 and 8.

See

It is a higir value ind,rstry that wilI be of great significance
to the New Zealand economy. See Table 9.
with the rapi d increase in the industry the demand for beehives for pollination will increase dramatically.
See Table L0.
At the currently recommended hiving rate of 8 per hectare,
the 2L,OOO hectares of bearing vines in 1,992 would require
If by increased understanding, knowledge or
l-68,000 hives.
technotogy, this could be reduced to 2 per hectare the hives
required would be 41,000.
are more vulnerable to a run off in pollination
As kiwifruit
than most cther crops, the emphasis on pollination is going
to be of even greater significance to the New Zealand
economy in \gg2 than it is now. See Tab1e L1.

At present

50t of theruqrldkiwifruit plantings,
and our spread of markets in a wide range of countries reduces our dependence
on any one market and its economic, soicar or lrcIiticar stability.
New Zealand has approxirnately

See Tal:les 12 and 13.

Of the other sr-rbtropical crops grown in New Zealand that require bees for
pollination, the avocado looks the most exciting.
The New Zealand avocado industry
See Table L4.

is small, but in a phase of rapid growth.

of Plenty is the only major avocado area, but there is also some
significant production from Poverty Bay and new plantings in Auckland and
Erank1in. See Table 15.
The Bay

The avocado is a high value product with export potential.
High returns
have been received from smal1 consignments so far sent to Australia.
See Table 16.

Pollination is also important in

avocado production and

hectares now planted could soon reguire over 1000
purposes in the months of October and November.
4OO

the approximately
hives for pollinatingr

With the rapid gror,'"th of industries such as kiwifruit and avocados, the
value of polJ-ination of these crops to the national econony becomes of
great importance. Al1 the necessary emphasis of this irnportance must be
made so that policies can be formuLated to allow for the optimum benefit
to be achieved for the nation, the grower and the beekeeper.
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NEI,I ZEALAND KIWIPRUIT PI"ANTINGS

YEAR

HECTARES

1968

190

69

295

70

440

7t

600

72

720

73

740

74

925

75

1030

76

t220

77

1520

78

21oO

79

3500

80

5300

81

7600

1972

-

19_81 OyER
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